Chapter Animal Behavior Section 2

Keyterms: aggression, competition, courtship, commuication, circadian rhythm, hibernation, migration


Animal Interactions

Animals interact with each other in the wild.  Whether it is between similar species in a herd or between different animals living in the same area. Animals must compete with one another for limited resources like food, water, space, shelter, and mates.

Types of behavior when there is competition are aggression, protection, and courtship behavior.

Aggression

When animals compete there is some sort of aggression, which is a threatening behavior that an animal uses to gain control over another animal. When a pride of lions kills its prey.  The strongest most aggressive animals (leader) eat first while the lesser weaker animals eat whatever is left. Aggression between animals of the same species hardly ever ends in serious injury or death. To establish territory, animals that are the most aggressive seize control of the territory. Territory is very important in the animal world because it contains the essentials for life: 


1) shelter, 


2) possible mates, 


3) and source of water and food.

Aggression (Cont’d.)

Animals mark their territory in different way.

· Scratching

· calls

· Leaving its scent

· Urinating or defecating

When another animal enters the territory, the owner will attack the newcomer and try to drive it away.

Courtship Behavior

Courtship behavior: behavior in which a male and female of the same species prepare for mating. Males usually are the ones that have to demonstrate their strength, health, power, and fertileness. Females are the ones that pick and choose and decide on a mate.

· Peregrine falcons dive and soar through the air displaying a courtship dance doing figure eights and rolls.   When the female says “yes” she touches the talons of the male in midair.

· The bowerbird creates a colorful welcome mat.  He decorates his welcome mat with colorful shiny objects.  Females visit each males bower and decides which male to pick by sitting down on the welcome mat.

· Male elk and deer compete by “jousting” with each other.  This jousting involves ramming against each others with their horns.  The male that gives up is the loser and loses rights to mating with the females in the group.
Communication

Animals don’t use spoken words to communicate to each other but use 1) sounds 2) body positions 3) movements 4) scent
Sounds

Male crickets make sounds to attract females crickets.
Animals make sounds for defense or aggression.

Prairie dogs yip to communicate to the rest of the group danger is around.

Body Position

Peacocks flare their tail feathers to look larger than they are.

Movements

Bees communicate to each other through dances to tell other bees where more pollen can be found.

Scent

Dogs, cats, tigers, deer, bears, etc. spray a special chemical, urine, or feces on the ground to communicate emotions, territory, or mating readiness to other animals.

Behavior Cycles

Some animal behaviors occur in regular predictable patterns. Some animals eat during the night and rest during the day, while other animals eat during the day and rest during the night.  This is called a circadian rhythm.  This pattern is usually over the course of one day.

EX: Mice eat during the night and hide and rest during the day.

EX: Humans are active during the day USUALLY and rest during the night.

Hibernation:  a state of greatly reduced body activity that occurs during the winter.

The body processes (heart beat, breathing, digestion) in animals that hibernate, slooooowwwwwww down.

Migration: regular periodic journey of an animal from one place to another and back again. 1) find more food 2) mate and reproduce or both.
Created by TeachPower.net

